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PURPOSE: To simplify the processing at a master 
candidate node and to apply efficient decentralizing 
control by providing a means assigning key information 
unique to a corner node being a component of a system 
specifically and applying the quantity comparison. 

CONSTITUTION: When a master node 2a applying the 
supply of a system clock or the like is selected solely 
among plural master node candidates 2b connecting to a 
slotted ring system, unique key information assigned 
specifically to a corner node 2c is sent through a 
control slot. Then based on the quantity comparison the 
master node 2a is decided and then a normal data slot is 
sent and control slot transmission is executed even 
during the transmission of the normal data slot 
periodically. Then the establishment of the quantity of 
relation of unique key information is verified 
consecutively and when it is not established, a corner 
master candidate node 2b executes the procedure of 
master node selection automatically and decentralizingly 
again. Thus, the processing in the master candidate node 
2b is simplified and the efficient decentralizing 
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